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the Nizam to maintain, at a cost of 40 lakhs annually,
during a time of profound peace, a force which by treaty
he was only bound to maintain in time of war. The
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chances of there  being a war which would  affect the
safety of the Nizam's dominions had long since passed
away.     Whatever danger might accrue to the country
\vould be from refractory landholders.   Any such up-
risings it was the duty of the Subsidiary Force to subdue,
and for this provision had been made in the treaty of
1800.    The Contingent therefore was really unnecessary,
but finding a minister subservient enough to their views
the British Government had so far interfered with the
Nizam as to continue the maintenance of this force at the
cost of nearlv one-third of the total revenue of the state,
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entirely for their own purposes.    There can be no doubt
that the financial embarrassments of the Nizam had com-
menced with the necessity of constantly providing the funds
necessary to pay for the Contingent.    But, although no
longer required for the purposes of war, no attempt was
made to reduce either the numbers or the cost of the Con-
tingent.     The evidence on this point is overwhelming;
from the Governor-General downwards, the Resident, and
the members of the Courts of Directors who were best
conversant in Hyderabad affairs, are all unanimous on
this subject.   General Fraser may perhaps be deemed a
prejudiced person in this respect, but in the year 1848
he went away on six months' furlough and during his
absence Colonel  (afterwards General Sir John)  Lowe,
acted for him.    We will quote from the letter which he
wrote and left on record for the General's information on
his return:   " My opinion entirely coincides with your
own respecting the cruelty, as I may well call it, that we
have been guilty of towards the Nizam's Government,
in keeping up for so many years the continued drain upon